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Roman matron in a villa at Tivoli, which the Emperor
presented to her. Her children married well, and when
Trevellius Pollio wrote her life in the following century, an
estate in that part of Italy still bore her name. But Palmyra
never recovered from her defeat. Life slowly left it. The
splendid mansions fell into ruin and the great temple was
deserted. Its golden dream was over, and the time came
when men forgot its existence.

I walked from end to end of the central colonnade which
divided the city. Many a time Zenobia must have ridden
there in the days of her brief triumph. Nearly four hundred
columns marched together on each side of this street; now
about a hundred and fifty remain. One end of the magnificent
street stops at the great Temple of Baal. After Baalbec, this
temple is the most massive ruin in Syria. The French
have cleared away the Arab huts which were huddled together
in the temple enclosure, and it is now possible to see all that
remains of this extraordinary building.

It is a stupendous oriental temple built of huge blocks of
yellow stone. The walls are inclined inwards like those of
an Egyptian pylon, or the lower stage of a Babylonian temple
tower. It is characteristic of Palmyra that this oriental giant
should have been surrounded by graceful Hellenistic columns,
which stand there looking rather surprised even in their decay.
It is obvious that these columns must have been added to
the old building at a later period, probably by Zenobia, who
may have thought that the temple needed a civilising Greek
touch.

At the temple gate I met an Arab custodian who offered
to show me the tombs. He ran to get the keys, for the best
tombs are now wisely under lock and key, and together we
set off across the luins of the city to some low hills to the
west, where we could see a number of massive stone towers
like square church towers, except that some were narrowed
slightly towards the top. The Arab told me that there were
underground tombs and tower tombs. The underground
tombs were mostly hidden beneath the sand, but sometimes
a camel fell in if the roof was weak; and, as he put it, this